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Native Fishes of Idaho Poster Final Report

This report is a summary of the “Native Fishes of Idaho” educational poster project awarded to
the Idaho Chapter of the American Fisheries Society (ICAFS) in 2022. The primary objectives of
the project are to familiarize Idaho schoolchildren and other viewers with the native fishes of
Idaho and their basic ecology and conservation, and to engage elementary-aged students with
fisheries sciences and the natural resources of Idaho.

The posters were printed on 2-by-3 foot heavy card stock and feature beautiful and precise
Joseph Tomelleri illustrations of 46 types of Idaho native fish, including each native species and
some subtypes or subspecies. Each type of fish is identified by common and scientific name,
and grouped by Family. A short narrative (aimed at a grade-school audience) is included for
each fish Family and includes distribution, ecological, or taxonomic information.

The posters are also being made available to appropriate higher education classrooms,
non-profit and government agencies, and other organizations which can prominently and widely
display the posters. The future conservation of the native fish diversity of Idaho will not be
possible without a knowledgeable and engaged citizenry, and a wide distribution and display of
the poster should provide an early exposure to basic information about Idaho's fish fauna.

The grants and labor were used to print 2,650 posters, with the Western Native Trout Initiative
funding of $1,000 responsible for printing costs for about 900 posters. Matching funds of $2,500
were contributed by the Western Division of the American Fisheries Society and the Idaho State
office of the Bureau of Land Management for use of the Tomelleri fish images and additional
poster printing. The ICAFS contributed $1,260 to the effort and ICAFS members have donated
about 200 hours of labor for the design and distribution of the poster.

Primary project distribution accomplished to date includes 1,150 posters to the Idaho
Department of Education’s Science Coaches (who are further distributing posters to individual
public primary and secondary schools and science teachers), and about 250 posters to public
agencies. The Chapter intends to further allocate posters to private schools, colleges and
universities, tribes, and additional public agencies in Idaho in the upcoming year, and to retain
several hundred posters as replacements for schools and distribution to currently-unanticipated
appropriate recipients.

Current ICAFS Contact Information:

Dan Kenney, Co-Chair Native Fish Committee, cuttquest10@gmail.com; 208-553-2347
Kevin Meyer, President, Kevin.Meyer@idfg.idaho.gov
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Native Fishes of Idaho Poster Distribution as of 31 October 2023

Total Posters Printed 2,650

Idaho Department of Education Science Coaches 1,150

Bureau of Land Management, Idaho State Office 75

U.S. Forest Service Region 4 25

Idaho Department of Fish and Game 150

Western Native Trout Inititative 3

Joseph Tomelleri 3

Future distribution to primary and secondary schools 200

Future distribution to colleges and universities 100

Future distribution to agencies and tribes 200

Retain as replacements for schools 300

Retain by ICAFS for undefined future
use/distribution

444




